Study Guide to Greg Gilbert’s 
What is the Gospel?
Introduction

The RBC Evangelism Training Course is an elder-guided study of Greg Gilbert’s book entitled What is the Gospel? This course is not designed to equip you to answer common questions about or objections to the gospel. Instead, it is designed to teach the content of the gospel. In the process of this study you will be sensitized to modern deviations from the gospel and you will be able to answer with precision the question presented by the title of this book. 

Read: Introduction

What is the gospel of Jesus Christ? It is absolutely necessary to know the content of the gospel if you will proclaim it. You must know what constitutes the message of the gospel in order to tell it to others. The introduction to this book demonstrates the widespread confusion on this point. 

Assignment: Choose three of the supposed gospel explanations from pages 18-21 and critique them. Think critically. Scrutinize these statements and ask if they are misrepresenting the true gospel. Do they add things which are not actually a part of the gospel? Do they subtract or ignore things which are a part of the gospel? Write out your evaluations.

Project: Now that you have taken some time to evaluate what others have written about the gospel, write down your own summary of the gospel. Imagine a person who has never heard the gospel before. You have an opportunity to share the gospel with them. What would you tell them? What do they need to know in order to be saved?
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Read: Chapter 1

Gilbert takes us to the book of Romans for a basic explanation of the gospel. From this study he derives four questions:
1. Who made us, and to whom are we accountable?
2. What is our problem? In other words, are we in trouble and why?
3. What is God’s solution to this problem? How has He acted to save us from it?
4. How do I – myself, right here, right now – how do I come to be included in this salvation? What makes this good news for me and not just for someone else?
We might summarize these four major points like this: God, man, Christ, and response (page 31).

Read: Acts 2:14-41; 3:11-26; 10:34-47; 13:13-39; and 1 Corinthians 15:1-5.

Q: How do these passages answer the four questions given above?

Q: In the verses studied in this lesson, you could see that there were certain themes which were included in every presentation of the gospel. What principles about proclaiming the gospel do we learn from the differences in passages above (take the first full paragraph on page 35 into account)? 

Memorize: Commit this simple gospel presentation structure to memory: God, man, Christ, and response. 
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Read: Chapter 2

In the last lesson you were asked to commit this simple gospel presentation structure to memory: God, man, Christ, and response. This chapter deals with the first part of that structure: God.

Q: Many people do not have a basic understanding of what the Bible teaches about God. Identify some of the theological holes that you have encountered while talking with people. Identify false concepts that you have heard about God. What wrong ideas do many people believe about God?

Q: Now connect the dots. How do these misunderstandings about God impact the gospel? What will people misunderstand about the gospel as long as they have these wrong ideas about God?

Q: What basic concepts about God have to be understood for the gospel to make sense? A person does not need to be an expert theologian to be saved, but he does need to believe certain fundamental truths. What very basic ideas about God need to be understood in order for a person to be saved? 

Q: Now connect the dots again. How do these truths about God impact the gospel? What will people understand about the gospel as long as they have these foundational truths about God right? Use Scripture.

Project: At the beginning of this study you were asked to imagine a person that had never heard the gospel before. You wrote down what you would tell them. You put together a summary of what they would need to know in order to be saved. Look back at that now, especially what you wrote about God. What adjustments, clarification, or additions would you make to the section about God? Rewrite your gospel presentation.
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Read: Chapter 3

In the course of this study you were asked to commit this simple gospel presentation structure to memory: God, man, Christ, and response. This chapter deals with the second part of that structure: man.

Q: Define sin. How would you explain sin to someone who does not properly understand the term? Use Scripture.

Q: We have a way of downplaying our sins. We justify and excuse them. Why must a person recognize the seriousness of their sins in order to have a proper understanding of the gospel? 

Q: This chapter deals with more than individual acts of sin. It addresses human nature itself. What does a person need to understand about themselves in order to be saved? 

Q: What are the consequences of our sin? In other words, what does God do to us because of our sin?

Q: Should we talk about judgment when we present the gospel or should we skip over that subject? Is it proper or improper to discuss the wrath of God against sinners when proclaiming the gospel? Defend your answer. Use Scripture.

Project: At the beginning of this study you were asked to imagine a person that had never heard the gospel before. You wrote down what you would tell them. You put together a summary of what they would need to know in order to be saved. This was revised in the last lesson. Look back at that now, especially what you wrote about that person or mankind in general. What adjustments, clarification, or additions would you make to the section about man? Rewrite your gospel presentation again.
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Read: Chapter 4

In the course of this study you were asked to commit this simple gospel presentation structure to memory: God, man, Christ, and response. This chapter deals with the third part of that structure: Christ.

Q: Salvation comes to a person, not when they believe in a set of theological facts, but when they trust in Jesus Christ. The gospel is about the person and work of Jesus. A person does not need to know everything about Jesus in order to be saved but he must know some things about Him or else he will not know who to trust. What does a person need to know about the person of Jesus in order to be saved? Think practically. If someone knew nothing about Jesus and you had the opportunity to tell them about Him, what would you focus on in order to present the gospel to them?

Now let’s consider in more detail the work of Jesus.

Read: Matthew 26:28; Mark 10:45; 2 Corinthians 5:21; 1 Peter 2:24 and 3:18

Q: What is the significance of Christ’s death? What did His death accomplish? Explain the connection between the cross and salvation.

Q: What is the significance of Christ’s resurrection? What did His resurrection accomplish? Explain the connection between the empty tomb and salvation.

Project: At the beginning of this study you were asked to imagine a person that had never heard the gospel before. You wrote down what you would tell them. You put together a summary of what they would need to know in order to be saved. This was revised in the last two lessons. Look back at your latest revision, especially what you wrote about Jesus. What adjustments, clarification, or additions would you make to the section about Christ? Rewrite your gospel presentation again.




Study Guide to Greg Gilbert’s 
What is the Gospel?
Chapter 5

Read: Chapter 5

In the course of this study you were asked to commit this simple gospel presentation structure to memory: God, man, Christ, and response. This chapter deals with the fourth part of that structure: response.

Q: What exactly do we mean when we tell someone to “believe” in Jesus? Let me put it this way: Let’s say that you told someone the gospel and then told them that they needed to “believe in Jesus.” In turn they asked you to explain what that meant. How would you respond to them? Use Scripture.

Q: On pages 78-79 Gilbert talks about the concept of Faith Alone. What theological point is he making in this section? Why is it important for us while sharing the gospel to explain that salvation is by faith and faith alone?

Q: What exactly do we mean when we tell someone to repent of their sins? Let me put it this way: Let’s say you told someone the gospel and then told them they needed to “repent.” In turn they asked you to explain what that meant. How would you respond to them? Use Scripture.

Q: How can we know if a person has actually exercised saving faith and repentance? What is the evidence that a true conversion has taken place? Is there a way, in most cases, to distinguish true from false conversions?

Project: At the beginning of this study you were asked to imagine a person that had never heard the gospel before. You wrote down what you would tell them. You put together a summary of what they would need to know in order to be saved. This was revised in the last three lessons. Look back at your latest revision, especially what you wrote about how to respond to the gospel. What adjustments, clarification, or additions would you make to the section about response? Rewrite your gospel presentation again.
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Read: Chapter 6

Gilbert has a very simple gospel presentation structure: God, man, Christ, and response. We have covered each of those topics at this point in the study. This chapter deals with the Kingdom of God. Although Gilbert does not explain the inclusion of this topic at this point in his book, he touched on it in the introduction. Jesus preached the gospel of the Kingdom. He announced the good news that the Kingdom of God had come because the King was here. There has been a long-standing debate that deals with this question: Did Paul preach a different gospel than the one that Jesus proclaimed? This chapter looks at that issue.

Study: Look up every instance of the word “kingdom” in the gospel of Matthew to make sure you understand Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of God.

Q: Did Paul and Jesus preach two different and contradictory gospels? Put differently, does the gospel of the Kingdom fit with the whole God, man, Christ, and response format that we have looked at? Explain your answer.

Q: In this chapter, Gilbert explains the doctrine of the Kingdom of God. Here’s part of what he wrote, “First, the Kingdom of God is God’s redemptive rule over His people… Second, the Kingdom of God is here… Third, the Kingdom of God is not yet completed until King Jesus returns” (pgs. 87, 88, and 90). Explain these things in your own words. What does all of this mean? 

Q: What difference does all of this make as you consider telling others the good news? How should a biblical understanding of the Kingdom of God impact the way you proclaim the gospel?
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Read: Chapter 7

Q: Gilbert provides three examples of a rearticulated gospel. How has the gospel been perverted? What wrong ideas are emphasized in many of today’s distorted gospels? More specifically, how has the death of Christ been relegated in its importance in some of the so-called gospels that are out there today? 

Read: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25

Q: Why does the world take such offense at the cross? What is it about the message of a crucified Messiah that people find so objectionable? 

Q: How do we keep the cross at the center? What will it take for true believers to continue to proclaim the true gospel? What do we need to be willing to accept so that we do not become silent? What do we need to be willing to accept in order to avoid compromise? 
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Read: Chapter 8

For the purposes of this study we will concentrate on the section entitled “Speak the Gospel to the World” found on pages 118-120.

Q: Gilbert’s point in this section is that belief in the gospel ought to make us people who, in turn, proclaim the gospel. To put it another way, our reliance upon the good news ought to cause us to speak about it to others. Why is that? Connect the dots from our conversion to our preaching of the gospel.

Read: Romans 1:16 & 1 Corinthians 1:17-25

Q: In what way is the gospel the power of God? What is the connection between the gospel message and the almighty strength of God? Furthermore, what are the implications of this for evangelism?

Q: What biblical reasons do we have to preach Christ? Why should we proclaim the gospel without fear or shame and instead have a spirit of boldness and confidence? 




