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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 20: Appointing Elders as I Directed
Read Chapter 20: “Appointing Elders as I Directed”
Introduction: This chapter considers the reason Paul left Titus in Crete (Titus 1:5).
Q: Strauch observes, “Many contemporary scholars insist that the New Testament is ambiguous or silent on the topic of church polity, so they conclude that there is no biblical model of church government for all churches” (p. 208). Why do you think people make this claim? How would you respond to it?
Answer Here
Q: Paul told Titus that he was left in Crete for this purpose: “so that you might put what remained into order” (Titus 1:5). The churches on that island did not yet have elders and Titus was to find and appoint men to serve in this way. What does this teach us about missions and the role of elders in the early stages of a church plant?
Answer Here
Q: This passage speaks of appointing elders. What does the word appoint mean?
Answer Here
Q: Paul told Titus to appoint “elders in every town” (Titus 1:5). Consider the plural and singular words in that phrase. After Titus carried out Paul’s command, what would every church in every city—properly set in order—look like? How should this command shape the government of churches today?
Answer Here
Q: Verse 5 ends with these words: “as I directed you.” What is the significance of this phrase?
Answer Here
Q: This chapter closes by considering the word ordination. Why does Strauch avoid using that word? What do we mean at RBC when we use it?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 21: Above Reproach as a Husband and Father
Read Chapter 21: “Above Reproach as a Husband and Father”
Introduction: This chapter resumes the discussion of the biblical qualifications for eldership. It also explains that elders are both overseers and stewards. It focuses on Titus 1:6-7.
Q: Strauch wrote that “a prospective elder who is a father must have children characterized as pistos (πιστός). This Greek adjective can be translated either as ‘believers’ (ESV) or as ‘faithful’ (CSB). So the issue is whether Paul required an elder’s children to be believers or to be faithful to their father as the head of the family” (p. 216). Explain both positions and carefully consider the practical outworkings of each. Which position do you hold to? Defend your answer from Scripture.
Answer Here
Q: The children of elders must not be “open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination” (Titus 1:6). What do those terms mean? What are the reasons for this requirement?
Answer Here
Q: What can fathers do, through the course of time, to develop children that are pistos (πιστός)? What practices, disciplines, or activities will cultivate this quality in their children? Use Scripture in your answer.
Answer Here
Q: Strauch notes that Paul seamlessly switched from the word elders to overseer. How are these words related? In what ways are they distinct from one another? What are some common misunderstandings related to elders and overseers?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch closes the chapter by considering elders as God’s stewards. What does the term steward mean? How does it help define the role of an elder? Be specific—what does this word communicate about the responsibilities of elders?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 22: The Biblical Qualifications for God’s Steward
Read Chapter 22: “The Biblical Qualifications for God’s Steward”
Introduction: This chapter continues to examine the biblical qualifications for eldership. It focuses on Titus 1:7–8.
Q: The next qualification is “an overseer, as God’s steward, must … not be arrogant” (Titus 1:7). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is “an overseer, as God’s steward, must … not be … quick-tempered” (Titus 1:7). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification, not previously covered in other lessons, is “an overseer, as God’s steward, must … not be … greedy for gain” (Titus 1:7). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: Paul then lists several virtues required of an elder. The next qualification, not previously covered in other lessons, is “an overseer, as God’s steward, must be … a lover of good” (Titus 1:7–8). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification, not previously covered in other lessons, is “an overseer, as God’s steward, must be … upright” (Titus 1:7–8). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is “an overseer, as God’s steward, must be … holy” (Titus 1:7–8). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is “an overseer, as God’s steward, must be … disciplined” (Titus 1:7–8). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 23: Able to Exhort in Sound Doctrine and Rebuke False Teachers
Read Chapter 23: “Able to Exhort in Sound Doctrine and Rebuke False Teachers”
Introduction: This chapter continues to examine the biblical qualifications for eldership. It focuses on Titus 1:9.
Q: The next qualification is “he must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught” (Titus 1:9). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is that an elder must “be able to give instruction in sound doctrine” (Titus 1:9). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes, “Remember that this qualification is for all elders, not just for the elders who labor in ‘preaching and teaching’ (1 Timothy 5:17). This is an important point to understand in defending equality (or parity) among the elders. Although not all elders are Spirit-gifted teachers or labor in preaching and teaching, all elders need to be able to exhort in sound doctrine and silence false teachers. All elders must know their doctrine!” (p. 235) How might this work out in real life when a church is confronted with a false doctrine?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is that an elder “must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it” (Titus 1:9). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: What are the real-life consequences for churches when the elders do not meet these qualifications? 
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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