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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 16: Worthy of Double Honor: Elders Who Lead Well
Read Chapter 16: “Worthy of Double Honor: Elders Who Lead Well”
Introduction: This chapter considers the issue of financial compensation for some within an eldership team. It focuses on 1 Timothy 5:17–18.
Q: Strauch writes about functional diversity within the eldership of a church. How should we biblically categorize those within a council of elders? Why is it important to recognize these differences? 
Answer Here
Q: The passage speaks about elders who “rule well” (1 Timothy 5:17). What does that phrase mean—and not mean? What does “ruling well” look like in the life of a local church?
Answer Here
Q: What is the spiritual gift of leadership and how does it relate to the role of an elder?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch explains that the phrase “worthy of double honor” (1 Timothy 5:17) includes compensation. Why does Paul call financial support double honor? Why is it important, in many cases, that elders receive a salary? 
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 17: Worthy of Double Honor: Elders Who Labor in Preaching and Teaching
Read Chapter 17: “Worthy of Double Honor: Elders Who Labor in Preaching and Teaching”
Introduction: This chapter continues the discussion of financial compensation for some within an eldership team, “especially those who labor in preaching and teaching.” It focuses on 1 Timothy 5:17–18. 
Q: Strauch writes, “Teaching overlaps with preaching, yet is distinct” (p. 178). What do these two words mean? How do they overlap? How are they distinct? Why are both important?
Answer Here
Q: What does it mean to labor in preaching and teaching? What does this kind of diligent work look like in real life?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes, “Paul requires all elders to be ‘able to teach’ (1 Timothy 3:2), yet only some are especially devoted to preaching and teaching the word of God. What is the difference between these elders?” (p. 181). Answer his question in your own words.
Answer Here
Q: What is the spiritual gift of teaching and how does it relate to the role of an elder?
Answer Here
Q: How does Paul defend the view that some elders should receive financial compensation? Explain the significance of the Old Testament and New Testament quotations Paul cites.
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes, “Bestowing double honor does not create a distinct office…” (p. 185). Explain this statement. How can some elders receive financial compensation without creating a hierarchy within the council? Answer this question both theologically and practically.
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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