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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 8: Paul’s Final Charge to the Ephesian Elders: Follow My Example
Read Chapter 8: “Paul’s Final Charge to the Ephesian Elders: Follow My Example”
Introduction: This chapter focuses on Acts 20:17–27. About this text, Strauch writes, “I challenge you to make it your goal to master the content of Paul’s prophetic, apostolic message–study it, memorize it, think deeply upon it, discuss it, teach it, and live it. This passage is essential for training future shepherd leaders” (p. 97). 
Q: What should elders learn about leading the church from Paul’s life and example? Draw from the text, be specific, and think carefully about application in your answers. 
Answer Here
Q: Paul suffered in his service to Christ and the church. How should his suffering both prepare and encourage elders? In what specific ways do elders suffer today as they serve?
Answer Here
Q: Paul was dedicated to fulfilling his calling from God. What impact should his example of commitment have on elders today?
Answer Here
Q: What did Paul mean when he said, “I am innocent of the blood of all” (Acts 20:26)? What does it look like for elders to follow his example and likewise be innocent of the blood of all? 
Answer Here
Q: What did Paul mean when he said, “I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27). What does it look like, in practice, for elders to do the same in the church they oversee? 
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 9: Pastor the Church of God
Read Chapter 9: “Pastor the Church of God”
Introduction: This chapter continues to examine Paul’s final charge to the Ephesian elders. It focuses on Acts 20:28–31. 
Q: What did Paul mean when he charged the elders to “pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock” (Acts 20:28)? What does this look like in practice? 
Answer Here
Q: What is the significance of the phrase “in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers” (Acts 20:28)? What truths are communicated in these words?
Answer Here
Q: What is the significance of the phrase “care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28)? By way of application, how should the fact that the church is bought by the blood of Christ shape the ministry of elders? 
Answer Here
Q: Paul said, “Fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:29–30). Explain the imagery. In light of this warning, what should elders be prepared to do? 
Answer Here
Q: What did Paul expect of the elders when he said, “Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears” (Acts 20:31)?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 10: God, Finances, and Care for the Weak
Read Chapter 10: “God, Finances, and Care for the Weak”
Introduction: This chapter continues to examine Paul’s final charge to the Ephesian elders. It focuses on Acts 20:32–38.
Q: Before Paul departed, he said, “And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace” (Acts 20:32). What did this blessing mean for these men? What does it mean for elders today?
Answer Here
Q: Why did Paul remind these elders that the word is able to build them up and give them the inheritance among all those who are sanctified (Acts 20:32)? Why emphasize these particular truths at that moment?
Answer Here
Q: What responsibilities are expected of elders from Paul’s example and from Christ’s words in Acts 20:33–35? What might it look like in practice for an elder to carry out these responsibilities? Provide specific examples.
Answer Here
Q: What practical lessons do we learn about pastoral ministry from the way Paul’s meeting with the elders concluded (Acts 20:36–38)?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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