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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 9: Pastor the Church of God
Read Chapter 9: “Pastor the Church of God”
Introduction: This chapter continues to examine Paul’s final charge to the Ephesian elders. It focuses on Acts 20:28–31. 
Q: What did Paul mean when he charged the elders to “pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock” (Acts 20:28)? What does this look like in practice? 
Answer Here
Q: What is the significance of the phrase “in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers” (Acts 20:28)? What truths are communicated in these words?
Answer Here
Q: What is the significance of the phrase “care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood” (Acts 20:28)? By way of application, how should the fact that the church is bought by the blood of Christ shape the ministry of elders? 
Answer Here
Q: Paul said, “Fierce wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples after them” (Acts 20:29–30). Explain the imagery. In light of this warning, what should elders be prepared to do? 
Answer Here
Q: What did Paul expect of the elders when he said, “Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears” (Acts 20:31)?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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