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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 6: First Jewish Christian Elders
Read Chapter 6: “First Jewish Christian Elders”
Introduction: This chapter shows that elders were the recognized spiritual leaders in the life of the early church. 
Q: Strauch provides a brief survey of Old Testament eldership (p. 80). Dig a little deeper: what does the Old Testament teach that helps you understand the roles and responsibilities of elders in the New Testament? 
Answer Here
Q: What were the elders doing in Acts 11:27–30? What does this teach us about the ministry of elders?
Answer Here
Q: What were the elders doing in Acts 15:1–31? What does this teach us about the ministry of elders?
Answer Here
Q: In Acts 15:1–31, the elders participated with the apostles in judging doctrinal issues. How does this work out in real life? Think about this carefully. What steps do elders need to take to judge doctrinal issues correctly, protect the church from error and false teachers, and resolve theological conflicts? 
Answer Here
Q: What were the elders doing in Acts 21:18–25? What does this teach us about the ministry of elders?
Answer Here
Q: The chapter ends with a brief look at the Greek word translated “elder” in the New Testament. What does that word communicate about church leadership?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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