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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 28: Understanding the Relationship between Elders and Congregation
Read Chapter 28: “Understanding the Relationship between Elders and Congregation”
Introduction: This chapter revisits the relational dynamics of elders and the congregation they serve. 
Q: Strauch begins the chapter by describing the nature of the church. He writes, “Every individual believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit of God and empowered by the Spirit to serve one another in building up the body of Christ” (p. 285). Why must elders understand this truth about the members of the congregation to lead effectively?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch provides several examples in which leaders and congregations work together to accomplish God’s will (Acts 6:1–7; Acts 15:1–29; Matthew 18:15–20; 1 Corinthians 5:3–5; 2 Corinthians 2:4–11; 1 Timothy 3:10). How did the leaders and congregation partner in each of these situations? What responsibilities belong to each group in these examples?
Answer Here
Q: What causes division between the leadership and congregation? What practical steps help elders and congregations work together in harmony? What should each do to maintain the unity of the Spirit?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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