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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 26: Esteem the Elders Highly
Read Chapter 26: “Esteem the Elders Highly”
Introduction: This chapter examines the relational dynamics of congregations and their leaders within the church. It focuses on 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13.
Q: What, according to 1 Thessalonians 5:12–13, are the responsibilities of congregations to their leaders? What should this look like in the life of the church?
Answer Here
Q: What does this passage also teach about the responsibilities of those in leadership? What should this look like in the life of the church?
Answer Here
Q: Paul describes these leaders as those who are “over you in the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 5:12). What is the significance of this phrase?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch unpacks the meaning of the word admonish (p. 270). What does this word mean and how can admonition be carried out effectively by the leadership?
Answer Here
Q: Why is love such a vital aspect of the relationship between the congregation and its leaders? What difference does it make in the life of the church?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes, “The relationship between a congregation and its leaders involves a delicate tension that can create ill feelings or unexpectedly erupt into conflict. This is true of all churches” (p. 273). How should those in the congregation and those in leadership navigate conflict when it erupts?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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