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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 25: If Sick: Call the Elders of the Church
Read Chapter 25: “If Sick: Call the Elders of the Church”
Introduction: This chapter examines the ministry of elders to believers who are sick and ask for prayer. It focuses on James 5:13–16.
Q: How does James 5:13-16 inform pastoral ministry? Be specific. What can be learned about shepherding from this passage?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch quotes Kistemaker who writes, “The practice of calling on the elders of the church to pray over the sick seems to belong to a bygone age” (p. 257). Why is this? Should we still practice this today? Defend your answer.
Answer Here
Q: What should happen when a person requests that the elders pray over them because of sickness? What is the process? What steps are involved?
Answer Here
Q: What is the significance of anointing with oil in this situation?
Answer Here
Q: James makes an unqualified promise of divine healing when the oil is applied and prayer is offered in faith. Why is that? Are there qualifications? And how should this be addressed, practically speaking, when acting on this passage with a sick person?
Answer Here
Q: What is the relationship between sin, sickness, healing, and forgiveness in this passage? How should these connections inform the elders’ conversation with the sick person when they gather to pray for healing?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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