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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 24: Peter’s Exhortation and Encouragement to the Elders
Read Chapter 24: “Peter’s Exhortation and Encouragement to the Elders”
Introduction: This chapter continues to examine the biblical qualifications for eldership. It focuses on 1 Peter 5:1-5.
Q: Peter, after identifying himself as an elder, exhorts other elders to “shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight” (1 Peter 5:2) What truths can we draw from Peter’s example and these words?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is that an elder must “shepherd the flock of God … not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you” (1 Peter 5:2). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is that an elder must shepherd the flock of God … not for shameful gain, but eagerly” (1 Peter 5:2). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is that an elder must “shepherd the flock of God … not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock” (1 Peter 5:3). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: How should the truth that Jesus is the Chief Shepherd (1 Peter 5:4) impact the work of elders (undershepherds)? 
Answer Here
Q: This passage promises an “unfading crown of glory” (1 Peter 5:4) for faithful pastors when Jesus returns. How should that future reality influence an elder in his present ministry?
Answer Here
Q: Why is humility (1 Peter 5:5) critical for both those who lead and for those who are led? 
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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