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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 23: Able to Exhort in Sound Doctrine and Rebuke False Teachers
Read Chapter 23: “Able to Exhort in Sound Doctrine and Rebuke False Teachers”
Introduction: This chapter continues to examine the biblical qualifications for eldership. It focuses on Titus 1:9.
Q: The next qualification is “he must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught” (Titus 1:9). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is that an elder must “be able to give instruction in sound doctrine” (Titus 1:9). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes, “Remember that this qualification is for all elders, not just for the elders who labor in ‘preaching and teaching’ (1 Timothy 5:17). This is an important point to understand in defending equality (or parity) among the elders. Although not all elders are Spirit-gifted teachers or labor in preaching and teaching, all elders need to be able to exhort in sound doctrine and silence false teachers. All elders must know their doctrine!” (p. 235) How might this work out in real life when a church is confronted with a false doctrine?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is that an elder “must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it” (Titus 1:9). What does this requirement mean? Why is this qualification necessary?
Answer Here
Q: What are the real-life consequences for churches when the elders do not meet these qualifications? 
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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