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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 21: Above Reproach as a Husband and Father
Read Chapter 21: “Above Reproach as a Husband and Father”
Introduction: This chapter resumes the discussion of the biblical qualifications for eldership. It also explains that elders are both overseers and stewards. It focuses on Titus 1:6-7.
Q: Strauch wrote that “a prospective elder who is a father must have children characterized as pistos (πιστός). This Greek adjective can be translated either as ‘believers’ (ESV) or as ‘faithful’ (CSB). So the issue is whether Paul required an elder’s children to be believers or to be faithful to their father as the head of the family” (p. 216). Explain both positions and carefully consider the practical outworkings of each. Which position do you hold to? Defend your answer from Scripture.
Answer Here
Q: The children of elders must not be “open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination” (Titus 1:6). What do those terms mean? What are the reasons for this requirement?
Answer Here
Q: What can fathers do, through the course of time, to develop children that are pistos (πιστός)? What practices, disciplines, or activities will cultivate this quality in their children? Use Scripture in your answer.
Answer Here
Q: Strauch notes that Paul seamlessly switched from the word elders to overseer. How are these words related? In what ways are they distinct from one another? What are some common misunderstandings related to elders and overseers?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch closes the chapter by considering elders as God’s stewards. What does the term steward mean? How does it help define the role of an elder? Be specific—what does this word communicate about the responsibilities of elders?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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