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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 20: Appointing Elders as I Directed
Read Chapter 20: “Appointing Elders as I Directed”
Introduction: This chapter considers the reason Paul left Titus in Crete (Titus 1:5).
Q: Strauch observes, “Many contemporary scholars insist that the New Testament is ambiguous or silent on the topic of church polity, so they conclude that there is no biblical model of church government for all churches” (p. 208). Why do you think people make this claim? How would you respond to it?
Answer Here
Q: Paul told Titus that he was left in Crete for this purpose: “so that you might put what remained into order” (Titus 1:5). The churches on that island did not yet have elders and Titus was to find and appoint men to serve in this way. What does this teach us about missions and the role of elders in the early stages of a church plant?
Answer Here
Q: This passage speaks of appointing elders. What does the word appoint mean?
Answer Here
Q: Paul told Titus to appoint “elders in every town” (Titus 1:5). Consider the plural and singular words in that phrase. After Titus carried out Paul’s command, what would every church in every city—properly set in order—look like? How should this command shape the government of churches today?
Answer Here
Q: Verse 5 ends with these words: “as I directed you.” What is the significance of this phrase?
Answer Here
Q: This chapter closes by considering the word ordination. Why does Strauch avoid using that word? What do we mean at RBC when we use it?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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