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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 2: Pastoral Leadership
Read Chapter 2: “Pastoral Leadership”
Introduction: This chapter considers the meaning and responsibilities of pastoral leadership.
Q: Strauch explores the shepherd imagery found in Scripture. What does the Bible teach about sheep and shepherds, and how does this inform pastoral ministry?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes, “Love is indispensable to all you say and do as a shepherd leader” (p. 33). Why is love so essential to pastoral ministry?
Answer Here
Q: What is involved in teaching—feeding the flock (Jeremiah 3:15)? How should faithful shepherds feed the sheep? What happens to churches when elders neglect this responsibility?
Answer Here
Q: What is involved in protecting the flock (Acts 20:28–31)? What dangers must the flock be guarded against? How do elders fulfill this responsibility? What happens to churches when elders neglect it?
Answer Here
Q: What is involved in leading the flock (1 Timothy 5:17)? In other words, what does it look like in real life to rule, govern, and oversee the flock? What happens to churches when the elders neglect this responsibility?
Answer Here
Q: What is involved in caring for the flock (1 Timothy 3:4–5)? Why must elders spend personal time with people? What happens to churches when elders neglect this responsibility?
Answer Here
Q: What are tentmaking elders? What advantages do they bring to a leadership team?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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