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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 18: Protecting the Innocent; Disciplining the Guilty
Read Chapter 18: “Protecting the Innocent; Disciplining the Guilty”
Introduction: This chapter considers how charges are to be brought against elders. It focuses on 1 Timothy 5:19–20.
Q: Paul writes, “Do not admit a charge against an elder except on the evidence of two or three witnesses” (1 Timothy 5:19). Why is there a need for witnesses? What is Paul protecting elders from through this requirement? What must elders be prepared to endure?
Answer Here
Q: Imagine this situation: You are an elder and one church member brings a charge against another elder, accusing him of lying. It is the member’s word against the elder’s word. What would you do?
Answer Here
Q: Now reconsider the same situation but this time three members come to you with the charge. What would you do in this scenario?
Answer Here
Q: Paul explains what to do in the case of “those who persist in sin” (1 Timothy 5:20)—they are to be rebuked in the presence of all. What specific points should be made in a rebuke delivered before the church? Why must the rebuke be carried out before the entire membership of the church rather than privately?
Answer Here
Q: How does a public rebuke of a sinning elder benefit both the elder himself and the local church?
Answer Here
Q: What happens in churches where accusations are received without following this God-given procedure? What happens in churches that refuse to use this procedure to hold elders accountable?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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