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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 15: Qualifications Demand Examination & The Laying on of Hands by the Elders
Read Chapter 15: “Qualifications Demand Examination & The Laying on of Hands by the Elders”
Introduction: This chapter considers the examination that must take place before a man is appointed to the office of elder through the laying on of hands. It focuses on 1 Timothy 3:10 and 4:14. 
Q: Potential elders and deacons must first be tested and proved (1 Timothy 3:10). What should this process look like in real life? How can the church practically carry out this command to test before appointing new leaders? In what ways can potential leaders demonstrate and prove their character? Be specific.
Answer Here
Q: What happens when churches neglect to carefully examine the qualifications of potential leaders?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes about the biblical practice of the laying on of hands. Study this. What are the various meanings and purposes of this practice throughout Scripture?
Answer Here
Q: What does the laying on of hands signify in the specific situation where a person is being appointed to the office of elder or deacon? What does it mean for each party involved—the council, the appointee, and those who observe? 
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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