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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 12: Above Reproach and the Husband of One Wife
Read Chapter 12: “Above Reproach and the Husband of One Wife”
Introduction: This chapter begins to examine the biblical qualifications for eldership. It focuses on 1 Timothy 3:1–2.
Q: The passage opens with the words “this saying is trustworthy” (1 Timothy 3:1). What is the significance of that phrase?
Answer Here
Q: Paul writes about aspiring to be an overseer and desiring a noble task (1 Timothy 3:1). What do these words mean? What should—and should not—motivate a person to serve as an overseer? What steps should a man take to turn his aspiration into reality?
Answer Here
Q: Paul provides a list of qualifications for those who serve as overseers. Why does he do this? What is God’s purpose in giving these requirements?
Answer Here
Q: The first qualification is “an overseer must be above reproach” (1 Timothy 3:2). What does this requirement mean? Why is it necessary for overseers to consistently demonstrate this character trait?
Answer Here
Q: The next qualification is “an overseer must be… the husband of one wife” (or, a one-woman-man). What are the possible interpretations of this phrase? Which view do you think Paul, under the inspiration of the Spirit, intended to communicate? Defend your position. Why is this qualification necessary for overseers?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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