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Study Guide to Alexander Strauch’s Biblical Eldership
Chapter 1: New Principles for Leadership
Read Chapter 1: “New Principles for Leadership”
Introduction: This chapter considers Jesus’ teachings about leadership and His example of humble service.
Q: Jesus did not merely talk about leadership—He modeled it (John 13:3–5, 12–15). What specific lessons about leadership do we learn from His example?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch examines Jesus’ teachings on servant leadership (Mark 9:33–37; 10:32–45; Luke 22:24–27; Matthew 23:1–12). What principles do these passages teach about leadership in God’s kingdom?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes, “Jesus’ most severe denunciations were directed at the religious elite of his day” (p. 27). What do His critiques of the religious leaders teach us to avoid in our own leadership and lives?
Answer Here
Q: Much of this chapter comes down to pride versus humility. What practical steps can we take to guard against pride? What can we do to cultivate humility?
Answer Here
Q: Strauch writes this about Diotrephes: “He represents all those who abuse their pastoral authority” (p. 29). What lessons can we learn from his negative example (3 John 9–10)?
Answer Here
Q: How would you define the biblical concept of servant leadership?
Answer Here
Application: In light of this chapter, what specific steps should you take to prepare yourself for the office of elder?
Answer Here
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