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Chapter 14: Appointment of Elders
Read Chapter 14: Appointment of Elders
Q: The Bible speaks about the appointment of elders (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5). According to Strauch, who should lead the people in the appointment of future leaders? How does he support his position? Do you find his arguments convincing? Explain.
Answer here
Strauch presents the major elements in the process of appointing elders. Let’s consider some of these elements.
Q: Why is personal desire such a crucial part of the process of appointing elders?
Answer here
Q: What is involved in the examination of an individual? What should be asked of this man? How can he let others see into his personal life so as to actually have a way of examining him?
Answer here
Q: When a deacon or an elder is appointed to office the existing eldership lays hands on him (Acts 6:1-7; 1 Timothy 5:22) What does this simple ceremony mean?
Answer here
Q: What part does prayer play in the process of appointing elders?
Answer here
Q: By way of application and in light of this chapter, what should you do if you are going to pursue the office of elder? Be specific.
Answer here
Chapter 15: Elders and the Congregation
Read Chapter 15: Elders and the Congregation
Q: Strauch wrote, “As Christ’s undershepherds and God’s stewards, the elders are under the strict authority of Jesus Christ and his holy word. They are not a ruling oligarchy” (pg. 291). What did Strauch mean by this? What extremes is he warning against?
Answer here
Q: The Bible speaks directly to the relationship between the people of the church and its leaders (1 Thessalonians 5:12-13; 1 Timothy 5:17; Hebrews 13:17). Strauch wrote that there is “a tightly knit, delicate, and reciprocal relationship between elders and congregation” (pg. 292). Describe this relationship. How is this relationship supposed to properly function?
Answer here
Q: What is the high position of the congregation according to Scripture? What great privileges and spiritual responsibilities belong to the congregation?
Answer here
Q: How do the congregational privileges and responsibilities, identified in the previous answer, work in harmony with the leadership? In other words, how are the elders supposed to be involved in these congregational matters?
Answer here
Q: What kinds of things cause division between leadership and the congregation? What practical things need to happen for a congregation and its leadership to work together in harmony? What should each do to maintain the unity of the Spirit?
Answer here
Q: By way of application and in light of this chapter, what should you do if you are going to pursue the office of elder? Be specific.
Answer here
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